
Mistakes with

prepositions
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(ne of the most common activities and still causing trouble do )e

 /et o++, /et out o+, take o++, or e6it buses, trains, planes, and cars1 8he an-

s)er isF %t depends on the vehicle $irst of all, the verb @e0it can be

used )ith any conceivable vehicle or building, but it sounds very

formal Consider the follo)ing sentenceF

Ter)inal station3 Please e6it the train3 <a +or)al announce)ent used

in the Pra/ue )etro=

@E0it )as appropriate here, as the )hole e0pression )as supposed to

be understood as a formal command On the other hand, it is too

formal for a normal conversationF

 I )ust e6it the bus at the ne6t sto23 <too +or)al +or a nor)al

conversation=

%n normal speech, the preferred e0pression for a bus, train, plane,

and other public transport vehicles )ould be to @get off Although

you can say that you @take a bus )hen you @get on the bus &not

@in', you can’t say that you @take off the bus )hen you @get offF

 I )ust /et o++ <the bus= at the ne6t sto23 <correct=

 I )ust take o++ <the bus= at the ne6t sto23 <ron/=
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8he difference bet)een @get off and @get out of is a little bit more

delicate 9e get o++  public transport, but )e get out o+  a &personal' car,

and never the other )ay roundF

(et o++ the bus at the ne6t sto23 <correct=

(et out o+ the bus at the ne6t sto23 <ron/=

(et out o+ the car a+ter you arrive3 <correct=

(et o++ the car a+ter you arrive3 <ron/=

$or the sake of completeness, )e should mention that @get out of the

bus could be used in case of emergency as a command A driver

)ho noticed the bus )as on +re could shout, @Everybody get out of 

the busP .evertheless, this is hopefully not something you )ill ever

need to say
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ecause of the influence of verbs like @come to, @move to, and @go

to, learners of English often tend to use the combination @arrive >

@to Although sentences such as @come to me, @)e moved to ;on-

don, or @are you going to the party1 are completely appropriate,

@arrive behaves some)hat differently

8here is only one conte0t in )hich @arrive to is appropriate, namely

)hen @to means @in order to, for e0ampleF

The cleaner arrived 9in order to clean the o+5ce3

 9hen you )ant to e0press that you come to a country, city, or gen-

erally a geographical location, use @arrive in $or e0ampleF

e ill arrive in ?n/land at about  o8clock3 <correct=

e ill arrive to ?n/land at about  o8clock3 <ron/=
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7nce you arrive in Paris, )ake sure to visit the ?i++el Toer3 <cor3=

7nce you arrive to Paris, )ake sure to visit the ?i++el Toer3 <r3=

%n virtually any other situation, you should use @arrive atF

hen I arrived at the 2arty, all )y +riends ere already drunk3 <cor3=

hen I arrived to the 2arty, all )y +riends ere already drunk3 <r3=

 Please, arrive on ti)e at the )eetin/ 2oint3 <correct=

 Please, arrive on ti)e to the )eetin/ 2oint3 <ron/=

 Although some people )ould argue that the last sentence is an e0-

ample of @arrive on, it is not so @on time should be treated as an

idiomatic e0pression in its o)n right
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  hen you )ant to e0press that you are )ell capable of doing some-

thing, the usual collocation is @to be good at something, eg

 ;e is /ood at 2layin/ the 2iano3 <correct=

 ;e is /ood in 2layin/ the 2iano3 <ron/=

/ome native speakers do use @to be good in )hen they talk about

classes at school, eg @he is good in science in the meaning of @he

performs )ell in his science class Others, ho)ever, consider such

an e0pression unnatural, so you may )ant to avoid it altogether

8here are some idiomatic e0pressions )here @good in is appropri-

ate, but these are rather rare 8he most common one is @to be good

in bed, meaning @to perform )ell in se0F

She is /ood in bed3 <correct=

She is /ood at bed3 <ron/=
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Obviously, one cannot be good at bed, since @bed is not an activity
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&s the meaning of @different from different to @different than and

that of @different than different from @different to1 % )as =ust =ok-

ing, but hopefully %’ve got my message across, namely that there’s no

difference in meaning among the three e0pressions

8he only difference is that of commonness @#ifferent from &as in

@A is different from <' is the most common one @#ifferent than is

used mostly in the 2nited /tates and not so much in the 2(, )hereas

@different to is common in <ritish English but uncommon in Amer-

ican English .evertheless, neither of them is considered incorrect

on either side of the Atlantic, and you )ill be understood if you use

any of the three
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he e7uivalent e0pression in many languages )ould use a preposi-

tion translated usually as @on &eg  sur  in $rench' %n English, ho)-

ever, the correct preposition is @inF

The boy in the 2hoto looks sad3 <correct=

The boy on the 2hoto looks sad3 <ron/=

8he pattern is the same no matter )hat )ord )e use for the visual

media &eg image, photo, picture, dra)ing'F

There are no trees in the 2icture3 <correct=

There are no trees on the 2icture3 <ron/=
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 9e only use @on )hen )e mean that something is on top of a phys-

ical ob=ect $or e0ample @there’s a cup on a photo means that the

cup lies on a photo @On can also be used )hen one thing is part of 

the top layer of another thing 8his can be a little confusing for

)ords like @postcard 9e )ould sayF

There8s a 92icture o+ a house on a 2ostcard3 <correct=

There8s a 92icture o+ a house in a 2ostcard3 <ron/=

8he reason is that a postcard is the piece of paper itself, not )hat’s

printed on it &unlike the )ord @picture, )hich refers to the actual

visual content' /imilarly, if you sa) a picture of a man dra)n on an

envelope, you )ouldn’t say that there’s a man in the envelope, )ould

you 8he &picture of the' man is on the envelope
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&t’s hard to make a mistake in this case, as both @suited for and

@suited to are correct, and the same applies to @ill-suited and @)ell-

suited' /ome native speakers feel there is a subtle difference in

meaning, but for most the e0pressions are e7uivalentF

She is ell suited +or the 1ob3 <correct=

She is ell suited to the 1ob3 <correct=

 As for the hyphen, @)ell-suited and @ill-suited are used )hen they

modify nouns, @)ell suited and @ill suited )hen @something is

)ell3ill suited, for e0ampleF

 It8s such a ell0suited car3 <correct=

 It8s such a ell suited car3 <ron/=
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%t is also 7uite )idespread to say @)ell-suited to do something, but it

is usually more elegant to =ust omit verbF

This co)2uter is ell suited to the task3 <correct=

This co)2uter is ell suited to do the task3 <less ele/ant=
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  hen you say that someone is or gets married, and you )ant to

specify the person )hom he or she marries, the correct preposition

is @to, not @)ith, eg

 Peter is )arried to Jane3 <correct=

 Peter is )arried ith Jane3 <ron/=

8he same goes for @marriage )ith3to Although @marriage )ith is

sometimes used, especially )hen referring to historical marriages,

such as that of a king or a 7ueen, @marriage to is much more com-

monF

 ;er )arria/e to Peter asn8t the ha22iest3 <correct=

 ;er )arria/e ith Peter asn8t the ha22iest3 <unnatural=
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he rules for time prepositions are relatively simple 9e use @at

for a particular time o7 daC F

• at  o8clock

• at ':&$ a)

• at noon
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• at ni/ht

 9e use @on &not @at' for a partiu"ar daC F

• on Tuesday

• on #$ June "%# <on the seventeenth o+ June "%#=

• on hrist)as Day

• on her birthday

 And, +nally, )e use @in for months and longer periods &seasons,

years, centuries, etc'F

• in Au/ust

• in the inter 

• in #'''

• in the last century

8here are a fe) e0pressions that don’t +t the scheme above $or ho"i#

daCs "astin! more than a daC , )e usually use @atF

• at hrist)as

• at ?aster 

@Mornin! , @a7ternoon, and @e'enin!  are preceded )ith @in the

)hen they mean a particular time of dayF

 I usually drink tea in the )ornin/Ea+ternoonEevenin/3

 9hen @in or @at clashes )ith @on used for days, @on )insF

• on Monday )ornin/ 

• on ednesday a+ternoon

• on Friday evenin/ 

• on Sunday ni/ht

$inally, )hen speaking about the %eekend, the <ritish use @at, and

 Americans use @onF

• at the eekend 9British ?n/lish 

• on the eekend 9A)erican ?n/lish 
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  hen you make a phone call, you call so)eone 8here is no @to in

the English e0pressionF

 I have to call )y )other to ask her so)ethin/3 <correct=

 I have to call to )y )other to ask her so)ethin/3 <ron/=

"erhaps you kno) the song all Me Maybe &)ritten and sung by Carly

ae !epsen', )hich should help you remember to leave out the @toF

 9333 but here8s )y nu)ber, so call )e )aybe3 <correct=

 9333 but here8s )y nu)ber, so call to )e )aybe3 <ron/=
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For  is used )ith an amount of time, and it e0presses  ho lon/ you

have been doing something @/ince is used )ith a date &or a time of 

day', and it e0presses the date &or time' )hen you  started  doing 

something $or e0ample, you can sayF

 I8ve been doin/ )y ho)eork +or three hours3 <correct=

 I8ve been doin/ )y ho)eork since three hours3 <ron/=

 *ou must use @for here because @three hours is the a)ount of time

you have spent doing your home)ork On the other hand, in

 I8ve been doin/ )y ho)eork since yesterday3 <correct=

 I8ve been doin/ )y ho)eork +or yesterday3 <ron/=

you can only use @since because you e0press hen you started doing 

your home)ork &yesterday', not ho) long you’ve been doing it
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$inally, some learners try to use @during in such sentences instead

of @for, but such usage is not correctF

 I8ve been doin/ )y ho)eork +or three hours3 <correct=

 I8ve been doin/ )y ho)eork durin/ three hours3 <ron/=
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