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Many English learners use the )ord @fastly as an adverbial form of 

@fast, )hich seems 7uite logical because this is the )ay adverbs are

usually formed $or e0ample, if something is slo), you say that it

@moves slo)ly, )hich is completely correct

2nfortunately, languages develop in a )ay that is not al)ays logical,

and the situation of @fast vs @fastly falls e0actly into this category

8he fact is that there is no suh %ord as G7ast"CH @$ast is already

both an ad=ective and an adverb, for e0ampleF

The athlete runs really +ast3 <correct=

The athlete runs really +astly3 <ron/=

%t doesn’t matter )hether @fast refers to a movement or to the rate

at )hich something is being done it’s al)ays =ust @fastF

 ;e can8t rite +ast enou/h3 <correct=

 ;e can8t rite +astly enou/h3 <ron/=

8he )ord @7uickly, used as an adverb, is synonymous to @fast, but it

usually refers to the time an action takes rather than to the speed of 

movement $or e0ample, )hen you say
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o)e here, uicklyG

you )ant the other person to come  soon you don’t really care ho)

fast he or she )ill be moving @?uickly can also refer to the actual

speed &as in @he runs 7uickly', but such usage is much less common

8here is one situation in )hich it is obligatory to use @7uickly &or

@s)iftly or a related adverb ending )ith @-ly' instead of @fastF if the

adverb precedes the verb it modi+esF

 ;e uickly ran out o+ the buildin/3 <correct=

 ;e +ast ran out o+ the buildin/3 <ron/=

 ;e +astly ran out o+ the buildin/3 <ron/=

?)@ 3&3E, ? ) @ FE 

First, )e )ill take a look at @a little and @a fe) <oth mean essen-

tially the sameF @some, @a certain amount that is not large @A little

is used )ith uncountable nouns &eg sugar', and @a fe) is used )ith

countable nouns &eg people', for e0ampleF

ould you 2lease 2ut a little su/ar in )y co++eeO <correct=

ould you 2lease 2ut a +e su/ar in )y co++eeO <ron/=

 I )ade a +e +riends in colle/e3 <correct=

 I )ade a little +riends in colle/e3 <ron/=

@A little is more common than @a fe) because it is used )ith ab-

stract 7ualities, like kno)ledge or angerF

 I kno a little about the to2ic3

She is a little u2set3
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@$e) and @little are used in the same vein@fe) )ith countable@$e) and @little are used in the same vein@fe) )ith countable

nouns and @little )ith uncountablebut the meaning is differentnouns and @little )ith uncountablebut the meaning is different

8hey mean @almost no, @a negligible amount of, for e0ampleF8hey mean @almost no, @a negligible amount of, for e0ampleF

 Fe 2eo2le ould ar/ue that it as a /ood decis Fe 2eo2le ould ar/ue that it as a /ood decision3 <correct=ion3 <correct=

 Al)ost no 2eo2le ould ar/ue that it as a /ood decision3  Al)ost no 2eo2le ould ar/ue that it as a /ood decision3 <correct=<correct=

 .ittle 2eo2le ould ar/ue that it as a /ood decision3 < .ittle 2eo2le ould ar/ue that it as a /ood decision3 <ron/O=ron/O=

 I kno little about the sub1ect3 <correct= I kno little about the sub1ect3 <correct=

 I kno al)ost nothin/ about the sub1ect3 <co I kno al)ost nothin/ about the sub1ect3 <correct=rrect=

 I kno +e about the sub1ect3 <ron I kno +e about the sub1ect3 <ron/=/=

8he sentence starting )ith @;ittle people above is grammatically8he sentence starting )ith @;ittle people above is grammatically

correct, but it means that @small people )ould argue  @;ittle andcorrect, but it means that @small people )ould argue  @;ittle and

@fe) can be used also in the sense of @not enough )hich directly@fe) can be used also in the sense of @not enough )hich directly

contrasts )ith @a little and @a fe) $or contrasts )ith @a little and @a fe) $or e0ampleFe0ampleF

There is little )ilk le+tXcould you buy so)eO There is little )ilk le+tXcould you buy so)eO 

 9There is not enou/h )ilk le+tXcould you bu 9There is not enou/h )ilk le+tXcould you buy so)eO y so)eO 

There is still a little )ilk you don8t have to buy any3There is still a little )ilk you don8t have to buy any3

 9There is still so)e )ilk you don8t have to buy a 9There is still so)e )ilk you don8t have to buy any3 ny3 

SSE(-E(- (5 (5 (E5 (E5 

&&magine the follo)ing scenarioF you are sitting ne0t to a relative at amagine the follo)ing scenarioF you are sitting ne0t to a relative at a

family gathering 8here are t)o bottles that you cannot reach, andfamily gathering 8here are t)o bottles that you cannot reach, and

you )ould like to take one of them *ou ask your neighbourF @Couldyou )ould like to take one of them *ou ask your neighbourF @Could

you please pass me the bottle1 :e can’t see )hich of the t)o bottlesyou please pass me the bottle1 :e can’t see )hich of the t)o bottles

you are pointing at, so he points at one of them and asksF @8his one1you are pointing at, so he points at one of them and asksF @8his one1

 As  As it it happens, happens, it it )asn’t )asn’t the the correct correct one one :o) :o) should should you you break break thisthis

through to him1through to him1
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%n some %n some langulanguages, you’d literages, you’d literally say ally say @.o, the second one %n @.o, the second one %n Eng-Eng-

lish, ho)ever, )hen there are only t)o options, )e refer to thelish, ho)ever, )hen there are only t)o options, )e refer to the

@second option using the )ord @other, ie the correct )ay of saying @second option using the )ord @other, ie the correct )ay of saying 

that isFthat isF

 A: ould you 2lease 2ass ) A: ould you 2lease 2ass )e the bottleO 92ointin/ at to bottles e the bottleO 92ointin/ at to bottles 

 B: This oneO  B: This oneO 

 A: No, the other one3 <cor A: No, the other one3 <correct= Erect= E A: No, the second one3 <unna A: No, the second one3 <unnatural=tural=

Of course, this princiOf course, this principle applies to every situatple applies to every situation )hen you ion )hen you are reare re--

ferring to @the other of t)o ob=ects or people, for e0ampleFferring to @the other of t)o ob=ects or people, for e0ampleF

arlsen ill 2robably beat the other 2layer in to)orro8s chessarlsen ill 2robably beat the other 2layer in to)orro8s chess

)atch3 <correct=)atch3 <correct=

arlsen ill 2robably beat the arlsen ill 2robably beat the second 2layer in to)orro8s chesssecond 2layer in to)orro8s chess

)atch3 <ron/=)atch3 <ron/=

8here are t)o players in a chess game One of them plays as )hite,8here are t)o players in a chess game One of them plays as )hite,

the other onethe other one plays as black, but there is  plays as black, but there is no @+rst or @second playerno @+rst or @second player

 )  ) 3333 )),,  )33 )33 ) ),,  )33 )33 & &

    hat you most likely )ant to say hat you most likely )ant to say is @all that 6, as inis @all that 6, as in

 All that /litters is not /old3 <correct= All that /litters is not /old3 <correct=

 All hat /litters is not /old3 <ron/= All hat /litters is not /old3 <ron/=

 All hich /litters is not /old3 <ron/= All hich /litters is not /old3 <ron/=

8he confusion stems from the fact that @all is follo)ed by @)hat in8he confusion stems from the fact that @all is follo)ed by @)hat in

many other languages, egmany other languages, eg alles asalles as in Berman %f you feel the need in Berman %f you feel the need

to say @all )hat in English, the best option is usually to leave out theto say @all )hat in English, the best option is usually to leave out the

pronoun altogetherFpronoun altogetherF
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This is all you need to kno3 <correct=This is all you need to kno3 <correct=

This is all hat you need to kno3 <unnatural=This is all hat you need to kno3 <unnatural=

@All )hich is not strictly speaking )rong, but @All )hich is not strictly speaking )rong, but it sounds rather formalit sounds rather formal

and outdated &it )as some)hat )idespread before the 4Dth century'and outdated &it )as some)hat )idespread before the 4Dth century'

(( )- )- E&E5 E&E5 

hese t)o )ords tend to be translated using a single )ord intohese t)o )ords tend to be translated using a single )ord into

other languages 8he meaning of @both is usually 7uite clear %tother languages 8he meaning of @both is usually 7uite clear %t

means @the one as )ell as the other 9hen you speak about t)o res-means @the one as )ell as the other 9hen you speak about t)o res-

taurants, for instance, you can sayFtaurants, for instance, you can sayF

 Both restaurants are /ood3 Both restaurants are /ood3

 9The one restauran 9The one restaurant, as ell as the other restaurant, is /ood3 t, as ell as the other restaurant, is /ood3 

 A  A common construction common construction is is @both @both W W and and * * 6 6 )hich )hich means means the the samesame

as @W and * 6 only the fact that the statement is true for W and *as @W and * 6 only the fact that the statement is true for W and * atat

the sa)e ti)ethe sa)e ti)e is emphasiedF is emphasiedF

 Both Peter and his +ather have r Both Peter and his +ather have red hair3ed hair3

 9Peter, as ell as his +ather, has  9Peter, as ell as his +ather, has red hair3 red hair3 

8he situation is slightly complicated for @either because it is used in8he situation is slightly complicated for @either because it is used in

t)o similar but different situations @Either can be used in the con-t)o similar but different situations @Either can be used in the con-

struction @either W or *, )hich means @W or * but not both $or e0-struction @either W or *, )hich means @W or * but not both $or e0-

ampleFampleF

 I8d like to eat either an a22le or an oran I8d like to eat either an a22le or an oran/e3/e3

 9I8d like to eat an a22le or an oran/e  9I8d like to eat an a22le or an oran/e but not both o+ the) at the sa)ebut not both o+ the) at the sa)e

ti)e3 ti)e3 

 9hen  9hen @either @either is is not not follo)ed follo)ed by by @or, @or, the the logic logic stays stays the the same same %t%t

means @any one of t)o possibilities but not both of them simultan-means @any one of t)o possibilities but not both of them simultan-
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eously 8his is best illustrated by the most dangerous possible mis-

understanding of the difference bet)een @either and @bothF )hen it

comes to dosing medication

/uppose you tell your doctor you have t)o brands of painkillers at

home, and you ask him or her )hich one of those you are supposed

to take %f your doctor replies

>Hou can take either3@ 

it means you can take one or the other, but not both o7 them simu"#

taneous"C , unless the doctor further clari+es that you can %f he or

she, on the other hand, says

>Hou can take both3@ 

the implied meaning is that it is safe to take the one and the other at

the same time

F5EEE5 (5 F5EE5 

Since the comparative form of short ad=ectives is formed by simply

adding -er to the end of an ad=ective &apart from a fe) irregular ad-

 =ectives like @good3better', learners and native speakers alike some-

times think that )hen something is @more free, it should be @freeer

8he truth is that there is not a single )ord in English )hose standard

spelling )ould contain @eee 8he simple rule isF

 I+ you think there should be three e8s in a ro, rite only to3

$or e0ample, @most free )ould be @freest, not @freeest .ote, ho)-

ever, that @freest is pronounced as if it )ere )ritten @freeest,

ie 3friːɪst3 8he same goes for @freer, pronounced as 3ˈfriːə(r)3
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@$ree is in fact the only comparable ad=ective ending in @ee, so

there are no other such candidates for -eeer

8he -er suQ0 can be added also to verbs, )here it e0presses the per-

son )ho does the action $or instance, someone )ho skies &3 skiːz3,

from the verb @to ski, not 3skɪz3, the plural of @sky' is a @skier,

pronounced 3ˈskiːə(r)3

%n the same vein, someone )ho sees &the future' is a @seer, not a

@seeer, in accordance )ith the rule above 8he pronunciation in this

case is slightly more complicated %n <ritish English, it is 3 siːə3, ie

e0actly like @see > @er %n American English, it can be either 3 siːər 3

or =ust 3siːr 3

3)SS& (5 3)SS&)3

he )ord @classic can be either an ad=ective or a noun 8here’s a

beautiful and )itty 7uote that e0plains the meaning of the nounF

Ylassic8 0 a book hich 2eo2le 2raise and don8t read3

 Mark 8)ain

 A @classic is a book, song, +lm, or any other piece of art that is con-

sidered to have set a high 7uality standard in its respective genre

Much less fre7uently, it is used also for the author of such a )ork

/imilarly, @a classic thin/  is something that is in some )ay typical

for its class, eg @a classic mistakeF

This is a classic )istake ?n/lish learners )ake3 <correct=

This is a classical )istake ?n/lish learners )ake3 <2robably ron/=

@Classical means @traditional or @being present for a long time %n

science, for e0ample, a @classical theory is a theory that has )ell es-

tablished itself as a useful scienti+c theory, although it often contrasts
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)ith another @modern theory )hich is able e0plain more than the

classical one @Classical music refers to )ell established music genres

of the past centuries

 A classic e0ample of the distinction bet)een @classic and @classical

is @a classic&al' e0ample A @classical e0ample means an e0ample

that has been around for a long time <ut )hat you mean DDX of the

time is @a classic e0ample, )hich is the same as @a typical e0ample

GS YM6)&H

S y)2athiue in $rench, sy)2athisch  in Berman, sy)2atickZ  in Cech

the )ord has spread in some form probably to all European lan-

guages 9ith one ma=or e0ceptionF English 8hat’s right, @sympathic

is not an English )ord, as a 7uick search in any respectable diction-

ary )ill tell you

/o ho) do you translate @sympathic &%’ll use this )ord to refer to its

meaning in other languages' into English )hen there is no such

)ord1 8he fact isF you don’t 8here’s no direct English e7uivalent for

)hat @sympathic is e0pected to mean by speakers of other lan-

guages, so you )ill have to )ork )ith )ords like @nice and @kindF

She8s a very nice /irl3 <correct=

She8s a sy)2athic /irl3 <ron/=

 *ou can also use the verb @like if you +nd somebody @sympathicF

 I like her3 <correct=

 I 5nd her sy)2athic3 <ron/=

8here is one )ord that has a meaning similar to @sympathicF con0

 /enial 2nlike @sympathic in other languages, @congenial is a fairly

formal )ord, and using it in an everyday conversation could make
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you sound pretentious, so % advise against using it unless you kno)

)hat you are doing

/o far, so good, but there is one more trap many learners fall into %n

English, there is a )ord @sympathetic, )hich means @compassionate

to someone or @approving of something, but not @sympathicF

She as a very sy)2athetic listener hen I +elt sad3 <correct=

 I 5nd her sy)2athetic she is nice and 2retty3 <ron/=

M )-Y /S(ME/FE  ?(F@

Many, some, and similar e0pressions mean essentially the same

)hether you use them )ith or )ithout @of, but the t)o variants are

are not interchangeable <efore nouns )ithout determiners &@the,

@his, etc', )e don’t use @ofF

 Many students study to /et a better02ayin/ 1ob3 <correct=

 Many o+ students study to /et a better02ayin/ 1ob3 <ron/=

So)e 2eo2le can never be satis5ed3 <correct=

So)e o+ 2eo2le can never be satis5ed3 <ron/=

%f there is a determiner &eg @the, @his' before the noun, )e do use

@ofF

So)e o+ the students +ailed the e6a)3 <correct=

So)e the students +ailed the e6a)3 <ron/=

 A +e o+ )y +riends )oved overseas3 <correct=

 A +e )y +riends )oved overseas3 <ron/=

<efore pronouns, )e use @of as )ellF
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 I8ve seen a +e o+ the)3 <correct=

 I8ve seen a +e the)3 <ron/=

8he )ord @both seems to be a special case !ust like )ith the rest, )e

)ouldn’t use @of )ith a bare noun, for e0ampleF

 Both 2olice)en ere very +riendly3 <correct=

 Both o+ 2olice)en ere very +riendly3 <ron/=

and )e do use @of before pronounsF

They ant both o+ us to ork +or the)3 <correct=

They ant us both to ork +or the)3 <correct=

They ant both us to ork +or the)3 <ron/=

.ote that @us both is more common than @both of us, but both e0-

pressions are correct

%t is not that common to use @both of in connection )ith @the it is

usually more elegant to reformulate the sentence )ith @both in an-

other position

 Both o+ the +astest s2rinters share the sa)e ti)e3 <2ossible=

The +astest s2rinters both share the sa)e ti)e3 <better=

:o)ever, there is a big difference )hen it comes to possessive pro-

nouns 8he variant )ithout @of is actually the preferred oneF

 Both )y 2arents are doctors3 <2re+erred=

 Both o+ )y 2arents are doctors3 <unco))on=

%t is )orth noting that @both of my3his3our3 is virtually non-e0ist-

ent in <ritish English, and it is less common in American English as

)ell %t is therefore better not to use @of in this case

$inally, there is an idiomatic e0pression )ith @many )hich doesn’t

follo) any of the patterns mentioned above, namely @many a 9e
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can use @many a > singular noun in the same sense as @many > plural

noun, for e0ampleF

 Many a learner doesn8t kno that >)any@ can be +olloed by >a@3

8his usage is limited mostly to formal )riting, ho)ever, and is only

rarely heard in the spoken language

S(/ )S F)S )S

  hen )e compare t)o things )hich are similar or e7ual in some

respect, )e use the construction @as  as , not @so  as F

She is as +astE/oodEtall as hi)3 <correct=

She is so +astE/oodEtall as hi)3 <ron/=

 9hen negating the sentence, using @not so  as  )as 7uite com-

mon historically, but it is slo)ly falling out of use @.ot as  as  is

much more common, so it is better for a learner to stick to @as 

as  in both cases, for e0ampleF

The 5l) as not as /ood as the book3 <correct=

The 5l) as not so /ood as the book3 <dated=

3&DE M(5E/EE5 /M(S/ES

oth @like more and @like better &as in the sentence @% like apples

more3better than oranges' are )idespread, but @like more is pre-

ferred in <ritish English )hereas Americans are more likely to

choose @like betterF
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 I like a22les )ore than oran/es3 <correct=

 I like a22les better than oran/es3 <correct, collouial in the U=

E0pressions @to like most and @to like best seem to be used inter-

changeably both in American and <ritish English /ome speakers use

the variant )ith @the, ie @to like the most3best, but others consider

it less grammatical %t is therefore advisable to stick to the variant

)ithout @theF

 I like hi) best3 <correct=

 I like hi) )ost3 <correct=

 I like hi) the )ost3 <considered less /ra))atical by so)e=

 I like hi) the best3 <considered less /ra))atical by so)e=

3((D /SME33/FEE3 ((/ E33

Sentences )ith the verb @look &in the sense of @appear, seem' have

a structure different from )hat many English learners think @;ook

is follo)ed by an ad=ective, not an adverbF

 ;e looks /ood3 <correct=

 ;e looks ell3 <see belo=

<oth sentences are grammatically correct, but @)ell here )as used

as an ad=ective meaning @in good health, soF

>;e looks /ood3@ K >;e is /ood0lookin/3@ 

>;e looks ell3@ K >;e see)s to be in /ood health3@ 

%t  is not  possible to say @he looks )ell to e0press the idea that

someone is handsome $or some reason, the difference bet)een

@good and @)ell is the most common source of mistakes in other

cases, learners usually use the ad=ective correctlyF
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She looks 2retty3 <correct=

She looks 2rettily3 <ron/=

 It looks lar/e3 <correct=

 It looks lar/ely3 <ron/=

%f you use @look in the sense of seeing or searching, then @look )ell

)here @)ell is an adverb makes sense $or e0ample, )e could sayF

 I+ you look ell, you ill see it3

/uch a construction is possible, but @carefully is more common in

this conte0tF

 I+ you look care+ully, you ill see it3

(mell and feel

he verbs @smell and @feel follo) the e0act same pattern as @look

%f you like the smell of something, it smells @good, not @)ellF

The +loer s)ells /ood3 <correct=

The +loer s)ells ell3 <ron/=

2nlike @look, something can’t really @smell )ell )e don’t usually

say that a thing or a person @smells healthy An e0ample for @feelF

 I +eel /reat3 <correct=

 I +eel /reatly3 <ron/=

%n the case of the verb @feel, it makes sense to @feel )ell in the sense

of feeling healthyF

>I +eel /ood3@ K >I +eel satis5ed3 I e62erience 2leasant +eelin/s3@ 

>I +eel ell3@ K >I +eel healthy3 I +eel 2hysically 5t3@ 
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he common )ay to say that @it’s been a )hile since something 

happened in English is @a long time ago, not @a lot of time ago or

@much time ago, eg

 It as a lon/ ti)e a/o hen I 5rst sa the sea3 <correct=

 It as a lot o+ ti)e a/o hen I 5rst sa the sea3 <ron/=

 It as )uch ti)e a/o hen I 5rst sa the sea3 <ron/=

8his e0pression is also a nice e0ample of ho) using search engines to

 =udge grammaticality can be dangerous <y the time % )as )riting 

this book, Boogle returned @About I4,J55,555 results for @a lot of 

time ago Can you guess ho) many times this e0pression )as used

in English literary )orks during the last G55 years1 .ot a single time

M(5E EE5 

he comparative degree &@more of something' of monosyllabic ad-

 =ectives is usually formed by adding 0er  at the end of the ad=ective

&such as @tall and @taller' ;onger ad=ectives are usually compared

using @more &eg @e0pensive and @more e0pensive' 8his causes

some learners to combine the t)o constructions and say @more bet-

ter, @more taller, @more richer, etc

/uch usage is )rong 9hen something is @better, it is al)ays =ust

@better and never @more betterF

 My car is better than yours3 <correct=

 My car is )ore better than yours3 <ron/=
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%t )ould make sense, syntactically, to say that if @A and < are better

than C, and @A is better than <, then @A is more better than C than

< .evertheless, such a construction is not used in practice, and you

should use @even better, eg

 B is better than , and A is even better than B3

8his doesn’t necessarily mean that @better cannot follo) @more in a

sentence, for e0ampleF

e need )ore better 2eo2le3

8he structure of this sentence is @)e need more W )here W can be

anything, such as roses or better people

 Y E (5  )35E)Y 

he rule is simple for indicative sentences @Already is used in af-

+rmative sentences, @yet in negative ones &usually )ith the present

perfect'F

 I have already 5nished )y ho)eork3 <correct=

 I have yet 5nished )y ho)eork3 <ron/=

 I haven8t seen her yet3 <correct=

 I haven8t seen her already3 <ron/=

8he situation changes )hen )e )ant to ask a 7uestion <oth @yet

and @already may be used in both aQrmative and negative 7ues-

tions, and )hile @yet is completely neutral, @already implies some

sort of surprise or une0pectedness @*et )ould be probably the

more common choiceF
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 ;ave you 5nished your ho)eork yetO 

 ;aven8t you s2oken to hi) yetO 

8o illustrate the kind of situation in )hich @already )ould be used,

)e’ll take a look at t)o dialoguesF

 A: Thanks +or the sandich3 It as really delicious3

 B: ;ave you eaten it alreadyO I /ave it to you tenty seconds a/o3

@*et )ould be inappropriate here only @already can e0press that <

is surprised that A ate the sand)ich so fast /imilarly, in a negative

7uestionF

 A: Sorry, I )ust /o3 I have a lot o+ ho)eork to do3

 B: ;aven8t you already done your ho)eorkO Hou told )e you did3

 Again, @already implies some kind of surprise
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