
Mistakes with articles,

nouns, and pronouns
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  hen )e mention irregular plural forms in English, @children,

@men, and @)omen are three e0amples that spring to mind, but

there are many more nouns )hose plural is not formed by adding -s

or -es Among these, some of the most perple0ing are those that do

not change at all to form the plural

;et’s go through some of the most important ones &a fe) more )ill

be treated later )hen )e speak about nouns that end in -s in their

singular form', al)ays )ith an e0ample sentence to help you re-

member the correct formF

• airra7t, ho'erra7t, spaera7t, and other @-craft vehicles

There are to aircra+t 2re2ared +or landin/3

• bisonF The bison ere /ra4in/ in the distance3

• odF The cod are knon to )i/rate in lar/e nu)bers3

• deerF Deer are an easy 2rey +or olves3

• 8shF Three 5sh si) in the 5sh tank3

• mooseF Moose actually belon/ to the deer +a)ily3

• o77sprin! F The +o6 /ave birth to 5ve o++s2rin/3

• pikeF The 2ike are bi/ +reshater 2redatory 5sh3

• sa"monF Sal)on are o+ten seen 1u)2in/ over dan/erous ater+alls3
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• sheepF 7ne shee2, to shee2, three shee2333

• shrimpF Shri)2 are a)on/ the )ost co))only eaten ani)als3

• troutF The trout are 5sh related to the sal)on3

.ote that many species of +sh )ere left out from the list eferring 

to +sh using the same singular and plural form is e0tremely com-

mon, but actual usage varies some)hat among different regions, so it

is advisable to consult a dictionary )hen )riting about a particular

species

 Also note that the names of animals mentioned above are sometimes

used in the plural to refer to several species bearing the same name,

for e0ampleF

The diversity o+ the ree+8s 5shes 95sh s2ecies is threatened by hu)an

activity3

$urthermore, there are a fe) nouns that can take either regular or ir -

regular plural formsF

• boarF ;e sa several boar<s= in the oods3

• bu77a"oF I ho2e there aren8t too )any bu++alo<e=<s= outside3

• s%ineF 8he plural is @s)ine )hen referring to pigs, eg >Sine

are reared e6tensively in ?uro2e3@  9hen referring to people, the

plural may be also @s)ines, eg >Those sines s2illed their

drinks on )y couch and no it8s all dirty3@ 

 Also note that many ad=ectives used to describe a nation or an ethnic

group can be used as plural nouns &often )ith @the', eg

The British are notorious in ?uro2e +or their terrible cuisine3

They could learn a lot +ro) the French3

 Nevertheless, )ost hinese en1oy a di++erent kind o+ cuisine3
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Many )ords of ;atin and Breek origin retain their original plural

endings &ie the plurals are not formed by adding -s or -es' %t is often

impossible to tell the correct plural form of a )ord )ithout kno)ing 

its etymology ather than memoriing long lists of irregular plurals,

you should be a)are of the e0isting patterns to be able to recognie

them )hen you see a ne) )ord 8he most common patterns areF

#us #i:→  nucleus: nuclei alu)nus: alu)ni sti)ulus: sti)uli3

.ote that for many such )ords, both -i and -uses are acceptable, for

e0ampleF cactus H cacti3cactuses, focus H foci3focuses

#is #es:→  a6is: a6es analysis: analyses oasis: oases thesis: theses3

.oteF -is is pronounced 3ɪs3, -es is pronounced 3iːz3

#i* ies:→  a22endi6: a22endices inde6: indices )atri6: )atrices3

.oteF <oth -ices and -i0es are often acceptable, for e0ample inde0 H

indices3inde0es

#um #a:→  bacteriu): bacteria )ediu): )edia datu): data3

.oteF @data and @media are often treated as singular mass nouns in

modern English

#on #a:→  criterion: criteria 2heno)enon: 2heno)ena3

#us #9ra:→  cor2us: cor2ora /enus: /enera3

#a #ae:→  nebula: nebulae vertebra: vertebrae3

.oteF Often both -ae and -as are acceptableF antenna H antennae3an-

tennas formula H formulae3formulas
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$urthermore, there are a fe) patterns )hich are not of ;atin or

Breek originF

#oo# #ee#:→  +oot: +eet /oose: /eese tooth: teeth3

#ouse ie:→  )ouse: )ice louse: lice3

.ote also the noun @o* )hose plural is @o*en

S&-+3)5 -(+-S E-&- &- S;

Many English nouns end )ith an @s in their singular form Most of 

these don’t pose any problem fe) people )ould say @these kiss )ere

beautiful instead of @these kisses :o)ever, there are a fe) that are

commonly misunderstood as being plural by learnersF

news

 Although the e7uivalent e0pression in many languages )ould be in

the plural, @ne)s is a singular noun, so you )ould sayF

The nes is bein/ broadcast by all )a1or TC stations3 <correct=

The nes are bein/ broadcast by all )a1or TC stations3 <ron/=

Oddly enough, @ne)s is uncountable, )hich means that not only do

)e use a singular verb after it, but you can’t say @a ne)sF

 I8ve /ot /ood nes3 <correct=

 I8ve /ot a /ood nes3 <ron/=

lens

2nlike @ne)s, @lens is countable, so you can try to remember that if 

there can be @t)o lenses, there must also be @one lensF
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 ;is ne lens is bi/3 <correct=

 ;is ne lens are bi/3 <ron/=

series

8o make things even more confusing, the plural of @series is also

series *ou should therefore use a singular verb if you speak about

one particular series, eg

 My +avourite TC series has been cancelled3

and a plural verb if you speak about several series at a time, eg

 All the series on the nknon hannel are /ood3

means

 !ust like @series, @means is already both the singular and the plural

form of the noun $or e0ampleF

 -ailay is a )eans 9sin/ular o+ trans2ortation, but there are

also several other /ood )eans 92lural o+ trans2ortation3

 bellows

<ello)s is an instrument used for blo)ing air ;ike @series, the

plural of @bello)s is also @bello)s, so you have to use a singular

verb )hen speaking about one bello)s and a plural verb )hen speak-

ing about more than one

measles

Measles is a disease, and as you have probably noticed from the pre-

vious sentence, the )ord is in the singularF

 Measles is es2ecially co))on a)on/ children3 <correct=

 Measles are es2ecially co))on a)on/ children3 <ron/=
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?uite naturally, it is uncountable, ie you cannot have @t)o measles

species

/pecies &pronounced 3ˈspiːʃiːz3, sometimes also 3ˈspiːsiːz3' is de+ned

in biology as the largest group of organisms capable of interbreeding 

and producing a fertile offspring &although there are also e0ceptions

to this de+nition' 8he plural is also @species, eg

The do)estic cat is a s2ecies 9sin/ular o+ the Felidae +a)ily3 The lion

and the 1a/uar are to other s2ecies 92lural belon/in/ to the sa)e

 +a)ily3

Christmas

Christmas is a singular noun, and as such it takes a singular verbF

hrist)as is a /reat ti)e o+ year3 <correct=

hrist)as are a /reat ti)e o+ year3 <ron/=

chess

8he game of chess is singular in EnglishF

hess is an intellectually de)andin/ /a)e3 <correct=

hess are an intellectually de)andin/ /a)e3 <ron/=

-(+-S ) (-3Y E<&S &- E 63+5)3

Finally, to +nish our e0hausting discussion on unusual plural forms,

let’s take a look at nouns that only have a plural form and may be

therefore confusing for some learners if the e7uivalent e0pression in

their mother tongue is in the singularF
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 jeans, tights, trousers, pants, panties

 All this hosiery is used only in the plural, usually because they come

in pairs &for both legs', and the singular form has died outF

 ;er ne 1eansEti/htsEtrousersE2antsE2anties are black3 <correct=

 ;er ne 1eansEti/htsEtrousersE2antsE2anties is black3 <ron/=

%t is common to refer to these as a @pair, for e0ampleF

 I bou/ht a ne 2air o+ 1eans3

.ote that the )ord @trousers in <ritish English means any kind of 

clothes )orn from the )aist do)n covering both legs separately,

)hereas the general term in the 2/ is @pants &and @trousers is used

only for speci+c kinds of @pants' %n <ritish English @pants means

the same as @underpants or @knickers, ie a kind of under)ear

8hese are commonly referred to also as @panties in American Eng-

lish

 tongs, scissors, pliers, glasses, binoculars

.ot to be confused )ith @thongs &the plural of @thong )hich is a

type of under)ear', tongs, a tool for gripping and lifting things, are

also used in the plural, along )ith similar tools )hich come in pairsF

The ton/sEscissorsE2liers are not bi/ enou/h3 <correct=

The ton/sEscissorsE2liers is not bi/ enou/h3 <ron/=

Other nouns that someho) represent an inseparable pair also usu-

ally e0ist only in the plural, eg glasses, binoculars !ust like for ho-

siery, it is common to refer to all these using the )ord @pairF

 Peter has 1ust /ot to ne 2airs o+ /lasses3
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Other eamples

8here are many other e0amples of nouns that e0ist only in the

plural /ome of the more common areF

• "othes &not to be confused )ith cloths'

• remains &the rests of something'

• !oods &items intended for sale'

• stairs &)e say @one step rather than @one stair'

• arms &in the sense of @)eapons'

• outskirts &of a city'

• shenani!ans &mischief, crainess, trickery'

 ) 5E &-S E, SE, (5 &=

+nlike most other European languages, Modern English has no

grammatical genders 9hen )e speak about an inanimate ob=ect, )e

al)ays refer to it as @it $or e0ampleF

This is a stone3 It is very heavy3 <correct=

This is a stone3 ;e is very heavy3 <ron/=

This is a +loer3 It is red3 <correct=

This is a +loer3 She is red3 <ron/=

 Although animals are animate, an animal is also traditionally re-

ferred to as @it, unless you )ant to emphasie its se0 or your per-

sonal relationship )ith itF

 I sa a stray do/3 It as lar/e3 <correct=

 I sa a stray do/3 ;eEshe as lar/e3 <see belo=

%n this case, since the animal’s se0 doesn’t matter and )e have no

personal relationship )ith it, )e )ould use @it .ote, ho)ever, that it
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is customary to refer to all animals as @he or @she in certain circles,

especially among animal rights activists and vegans

.evertheless, most people )ould use @he or @she &depending on the

se0 of the animal' only )hen referring to an animal )ith )hom they

have a close personal relationshipF

The dachshund is a )e)ber o+ our +a)ily3 She is alays so curious3

Of course, using @it is completely correct tooF

The dachshund is a )e)ber o+ our +a)ily3 It is alays so curious3

/ometimes things are referred to as @she to sho) affection %t is tra-

ditional for ships to be a @sheF

hat a shi2G She8s been cruisin/ the sea +or 5+ty years and still looks

like ne3

but it is not )rong to refer to a ship in an impersonal manner as @it

/imilarly, countries and cars are sometimes referred to as @sheF

 I love (reat Britain3 She is beauti+ul3

 .et8s try out our ne Ferrari3 She8s ready +or it3

:o)ever, don’t overdo it Even if you really love your $errari, refer-

ring to it al)ays as @she may make you sound pretentious or snob-

bish

+-&E S)ES &S/ )5E

he 2nited /tates has al)ays been causing &grammatical' trouble6

or  have been1 @8he 2nited /tates )as treated as a plural noun in

most of the 4Dth century, but the usage shifted during the G5th cen-

tury to)ards treating it as a singular noun
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%n other )ords, )e understand @8he 2nited /tates as @the country

consisting of united states in modern English and use singular verbs

after it, as in

The nited States has a very a//ressive +orei/n 2olicy3 <correct=

The nited States have a very a//ressive +orei/n 2olicy3 <obsolete=

 9e can see the singular 2nited /tates also in the follo)ing )itticismF

The nited States invariably does the ri/ht thin/, a+ter havin/

e6hausted every other alternative3

 9inston Churchill

SE>E5)3 (+S)-?S@ (F

he )ords @hundred, @thousand, @million, and so on, )hen they

are used in counting ob=ects, are alays in the sin/ular  and usually not

follo)ed by @of, for e0ample

There ere to thousand 2eo2le3 <correct=

There ere to thousands 2eo2le3 <ron/=

There ere to thousands o+ 2eo2le3 <ron/=

 A number is only follo)ed by @of )hen )e enumerate something 

else than a noun, for e0ampleF

e ordered 5ve hundred o+ these3 <correct=

e ordered 5ve hundred these3 <ron/=

 Also note that, )hen speaking about the number of ob=ects or

people, )e usually say > a hundred3thousand3million, rather than

@one hundred3thousand3million
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8he only case )hen @hundred, @thousand, etc, take the plural form8he only case )hen @hundred, @thousand, etc, take the plural form

is )hen they are used in the sense of @an is )hen they are used in the sense of @an unspeci+ed number of hun-unspeci+ed number of hun-

dreds3thousands36dreds3thousands36, , egeg

 Millions lon/ +or i))ortality ho don8t kno hat to do ith Millions lon/ +or i))ortality ho don8t kno hat to do ith

the)selves on a rainy Sunday a+ternoon3the)selves on a rainy Sunday a+ternoon3

/usan Ert/usan Ert

%f there is a %f there is a noun after @hundreds, @thousands, etc, )e use @ofFnoun after @hundreds, @thousands, etc, )e use @ofF

Thousands o+ 2eo2le ere le+t ho)eless a+ter the +loods3Thousands o+ 2eo2le ere le+t ho)eless a+ter the +loods3

 9hat do  9hat do )e )e do )hen do )hen )e )e )ant )ant to use to use @several, @many, @several, @many, @a @a fe), etc,fe), etc,

instead of a number1 /ome speakers do say @several hundreds3thou-instead of a number1 /ome speakers do say @several hundreds3thou-

sands3 of but the variant )ithout @-s and @of is much more com-sands3 of but the variant )ithout @-s and @of is much more com-

mon and considered acceptable by all speakers, )hereas the othermon and considered acceptable by all speakers, )hereas the other

variant is usually considered unnatural by those )ho variant is usually considered unnatural by those )ho don’t use it %t isdon’t use it %t is

therefore advisable to stick to the therefore advisable to stick to the singular formFsingular formF

There ere several thousand 2eo2le3 There ere several thousand 2eo2le3 <correct=<correct=

There ere several thousands o+ 2eo2le3 <less nThere ere several thousands o+ 2eo2le3 <less natural=atural=

((,, 6E5&(6E5&(,, F+33F+33 S(6S(6,, 6(&-6(&-

hese four terms can be 7uite confusing for native speakers of hese four terms can be 7uite confusing for native speakers of 

other languages because they usually don’t correspond )ell to theother languages because they usually don’t correspond )ell to the

terms used in their mother tongueterms used in their mother tongue

8he distinction is actually rather simple 8he little dot )hich you can8he distinction is actually rather simple 8he little dot )hich you can

+nd at the end of a sentence is called+nd at the end of a sentence is called  2eriod 2eriod in American English and in American English and

 +ull  +ull sto2sto2 in <ritish English, even )hen you @pronounce the full stop in <ritish English, even )hen you @pronounce the full stop

for emphasis for e0ample, a father arguing )ith his daughter couldfor emphasis for e0ample, a father arguing )ith his daughter could

sayFsayF
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Hou are not /oin/ out ith ack, 2eriod3 9A)erican ?n/lish Hou are not /oin/ out ith ack, 2eriod3 9A)erican ?n/lish 

Hou are not /oin/ out ith ack, +ull sto23 9British ?n/lish Hou are not /oin/ out ith ack, +ull sto23 9British ?n/lish 

8h8he tere termm dotdot  is used )hen pronouncing the character in domain is used )hen pronouncing the character in domain

names for e0ample, @))names for e0ample, @)))googleco)googlecom )ould be m )ould be pronouncedpronounced

>Double  double  double  dot /oo/le dot co)@ >Double  double  double  dot /oo/le dot co)@ 

 A  A funny funny thing thing to to notice notice here here is is that that 999 999 is is an an abbreviation abbreviation of of 

@9orld 9ide 9eb that contains three times more syllables in its@9orld 9ide 9eb that contains three times more syllables in its

spoken form than the term it is spoken form than the term it is supposed to abbreviatesupposed to abbreviate

$inally, the term$inally, the term 2oint 2oint refers to the dot used in numbers to separate refers to the dot used in numbers to separate

the fractional part from the integer part &unlike many other lan-the fractional part from the integer part &unlike many other lan-

guages, English uses a decimal point, not a decimal comma' 8heguages, English uses a decimal point, not a decimal comma' 8he

numbers after the decimal point are pronounced in isolation, egnumbers after the decimal point are pronounced in isolation, eg

&3# K >three 2oint one +our@ &3# K >three 2oint one +our@ 

&L3'" K >thirty si6 2oint nine &L3'" K >thirty si6 2oint nine 5ve to@ 5ve to@ 

%3" K >4ero 2oint to 5ve@, or 1ust 3" K >2oint to 5ve@ %3" K >4ero 2oint to 5ve@, or 1ust 3" K >2oint to 5ve@ 

 ) ) (+63E(+63E ? ?(F(F@@

 )  ) lthough it is 7uite common to hear e0pressions like @in a couplelthough it is 7uite common to hear e0pressions like @in a couple

hours and @% sa) a couple people in spoken American English &buthours and @% sa) a couple people in spoken American English &but

not so much in <ritish English', in formal )ritten English &on bothnot so much in <ritish English', in formal )ritten English &on both

sides of the Atlantic', the form )ith @of is the only one consideredsides of the Atlantic', the form )ith @of is the only one considered

appropriate, for e0ampleFappropriate, for e0ampleF

e ill leave in a cou2le o+ days3 <correct=e ill leave in a cou2le o+ days3 <correct=

e ill leave in a cou2le days3 <collouial=e ill leave in a cou2le days3 <collouial=

8here is one phrase, ho)ever, in )hich @a couple is al)ays used8here is one phrase, ho)ever, in )hich @a couple is al)ays used

)ithout @of, namely @a couple more $or e0ampleF)ithout @of, namely @a couple more $or e0ampleF
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 I need a cou2le )ore cu2s  I need a cou2le )ore cu2s o+ co++ee3 <correct=o+ co++ee3 <correct=

 I need a cou2le o+ )ore cu2s o+  I need a cou2le o+ )ore cu2s o+ co++ee3 <ron/=co++ee3 <ron/=

&&--//(-(- ? ?EE@ &/@ &/&-E5-E&-E5-E

he English )ord @%nternet is problematic for English learners be-he English )ord @%nternet is problematic for English learners be-

cause it can cause several problems at once $irst, )hen it is used as acause it can cause several problems at once $irst, )hen it is used as a

noun desnoun describcribinging thethe net)ork )e all use, it is used )ith the de+nite net)ork )e all use, it is used )ith the de+nite

articleFarticleF

 I love the InternetG <cor I love the InternetG <correct=rect=

 I love InternetG <dubious= I love InternetG <dubious=

% )rote @dubious instead of @)rong for the second option because% )rote @dubious instead of @)rong for the second option because

some native speakers do use the noun )ithout the article :o)ever,some native speakers do use the noun )ithout the article :o)ever,

most English speakers consider the +rst option to be the only correctmost English speakers consider the +rst option to be the only correct

one, so it is the one one, so it is the one you should useyou should use

8he )ord @%nternet isn’t preceded by an article )hen it is used as an8he )ord @%nternet isn’t preceded by an article )hen it is used as an

ad=ective in front of a noun that itself has no ad=ective in front of a noun that itself has no article, egarticle, eg

 Do you have Internet a Do you have Internet accessO <correct=ccessO <correct=

 Do you have the Intern Do you have the Internet accessO <ron/=et accessO <ron/=

8he term @%nternet access is sometimes shortened to @%nternet, in8he term @%nternet access is sometimes shortened to @%nternet, in

)hich case )e)hich case )e don8tdon8t use an articleF use an articleF

 Do you have InternetO < Do you have InternetO <correct, in+or)al=correct, in+or)al=

 Do you have the Intern Do you have the InternetO <ron/=etO <ron/=

8he second sentence doesn’t make sense you can’t8he second sentence doesn’t make sense you can’t onon the %nternet, the %nternet,

but you can have %nternet in the sense but you can have %nternet in the sense of %nternet accessof %nternet access
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 Another problem is the preposition 9hen something is part of the

%nternet, )e say that it is @on the %nternet, not @in or @at the %nter-

netF

 I didn8t 5nd the article on the Internet3 <correct=

 I didn8t 5nd the article in the Internet3 <ron/=

 As for )hether you should capitalie @%nternetF %t’s hard to make a

mistake here <oth @%nternet and @internet are commonly used

)hen referring to the net)ork 8raditionally, @%nternet )as con-

sidered a proper noun and )ritten )ith a capital letter .o)adays,

the noun is considered to be a generic name, like @electricity or @)a-

ter supply, and is commonly spelled @internet, soF

Hou can sur+ the Internet3 <correct, )ore traditional=

Hou can also sur+ the internet3 <correct, )ore recent=

/ome style guides prefer one spelling to the other, so if you are )rit-

ing a te0t for someone else, you may )ant to check )hich style guide

they follo)

S+?S@5)

& have heard a lot of people using the )ord @substract and its de-

rived form @substraction ;ong story short, the correct forms are

@subtrat and @subtration &)ithout an @s'

8he reason )hy so many English learners make the mistake is prob-

ably that there is a corresponding )ord in many languages that does

contain an @s, eg soustraire in $rench or sustraer  in /panish Another

reason might be that learners confuse its sound )ith @abstract, a rel-

atively common )ord that contains the letter group @bstract, not

 =ust @btract
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Should you al)ays )rite and say @you and % and avoid @you and

me1 /ome native speakers )ill tell you so .ot only does no such

rule e0ist, but using @you and % instead of @you and me is )rong in

many cases

8he rule is 7uite simple, actually %f @you and % is the sub=ect of a

sentence &ie @you and % are the people )ho are doing the action', it

is the correct formF

Hou and I are /ood +riends3 <correct=

Hou and )e are /ood +riends3 <collouial=

8he second e0ample is not ron/  &it is )idespread to use @you and

me this )ay' it’s =ust collo7uial and should be avoided in formal

speech and )riting

%f @you and % is an ob=ect &ie the people to ho) something is being 

done', the correct form is @you and meF

She didn8t see you and )e3 <correct=

She didn8t see you and I3 <ron/=

 A simple mnemonic is to say @he or @him instead of @you 9ould

you say @she didn’t see him and %1 % don’t think so

.ative speakers are usually taught they shouldn’t use @you and me

as the sub=ect of a sentence in formal )riting Many of these misun-

derstand the rule as @never use you and me and even @correct other

people )ho say, for e0ample, @she sees you and me, claiming it

should be @she sees you and %

 *ou may safely ignore such @advice %t is possible that @you and % as

an ob=ect )ill become so )idespread to be considered an acceptable

variant in the future, but it is certainly not acceptable no)
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hese three e0pressions are among the most confusing in the Eng-

lish language for native speakers of other languages Although @all,

@everything and @anything are all similar in meaning, )hen they

are follo)ed )ith @but, they mean completely different thingsP

!ll but

@All but means &completely illogically, % agree' @almost, @nearly

$or e0ample,

 ;e as all but lost in the city3

 It as all but i)2ossible3

could be e0pressed )ithout using @all but as

 ;e as al)ost lost in the city3

 It as nearly i)2ossible3

!nything but

@Anything but can be rephrased using @not at all or @in no )ay $or

e0ample,

They ere anythin/ but 2ositive about the 2ro2osition3

This s)art2hone is anythin/ but ordinary3

)hich means the same as

They ere not at all 2ositive about the 2ro2osition3

This s)art2hone is in no ay ordinary3
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"#erything but

8he meaning of @everything but is 7uite literal it is synonymous

)ith @everything e0cept, @everything )ith the e0ception of $or e0-

ample,

 I eat everythin/ but )eat3

She ants everythin/ but ha22iness +or other 2eo2le3

)hich means

 I eat everythin/ e6ce2t )eat3

She ants everythin/ ith the e6ce2tion o+ ha22iness +or other

 2eo2le3

&-F(5M)&(-?S@ &S/ )5E

here’s nothing )rong )ith saying  In+or)ationen in Berman or in0

 +or)ations in $rench, both being the plural forms of @information %n

English, ho)ever, the )ord is uncountable, ie there is no p"ura"

7orm o7 it 8he singular form already e0presses the same idea as @in-

formations in other languagesF

 I don8t have enou/h in+or)ation3 <correct=

 I don8t have enou/h in+or)ations3 <ron/=

2ncountability of the )ord @information also implies that you can’t

say @an information %f you )ant to e0press that you are speaking 

about @one information, you can use the e0pression @a piece of in-

formation

That8s an interestin/ 2iece o+ in+or)ation3 <correct=

That8s interestin/ in+or)ation3 <correct notice no >an@=

That8s an interestin/ in+or)ation3 <ron/=
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First, )e should note that there is a certain oddity in modern Eng-

lish in the nomenclature for numbers like @one thousand million,

@one million million, etc 8he modern English pattern differs from

most of Europe &as )ell as from its earlier usage in English'F

-umber ontinenta" Europe Modern En!"ish

45L  Million Million

45D  Milliard i""ion

454G  Billion ri""ion

454K  Billiard Auadri""ion

 As you can see, the Continental European convention is to alternate

bet)een -ion and -iard, )hereas the modern English convention

uses =ust the -ion suQ0

 Another important difference in comparison to other European lan-

guages is that the )ords @hundred, @thousand, @million, etc, are

never used in the 2lural )hen pronouncing the name of a number &in

the same vein as there are no plurals )hen speaking about the num-

ber of some ob=ects, as )e sa) earlier', for e0ampleF

 seven thousand three hundred <and= 5+ty to <$,&"= <correct=

 seven thousands three hundreds <and= 5+ty to <$,&"= <ron/=

to )illion one hundred thousand <",#%%,%%%= <correct=

to )illions one hundred thousands <",#%%,%%%= <ron/=

 9e only use the plural &@hundreds, thousands, millions' )hen refer-

ring to an unspeci+ed number of ob=ects of the given order of mag-

nitude CompareF
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 Millions o+ locusts sar)ed over the city3

Thirty )illion locusts sar)ed over the city3

 As to )hether to use @and bet)een @hundred and the rest of the

number, both @t)o hundred and +fty and @t)o hundred +fty are

correct 8he variant )ith @and is more common in <ritish English

)hereas the variant )ithout @and is more common in American

English

 Also note that, in the )ritten form, orders can be separated using a

comma, not a dot or a space, eg @G,455,555, not @G455555 or @G

455 555

(33E&>E -(+-S

he )ord @ma=ority is one of a fe) nouns in English that can be

used either )ith a singular or a plural verb form &ie both @ma=ority

is and @ma=ority are are grammatically correct but carry a different

meaning' 8hese nouns are called collective nouns  because they de-

scribe a collective &ie a /rou2' of people or things 8heir usage in Eng-

lish differs from most other languages )e use a singular verb if )e

mean the )hole group as a single entity, and a plural verb if )e

mean all of the individuals )ho belong to the group $or e0ampleF

 A )a1ority o+ 2eo2le don8t ant a ar3 <correct=

 A )a1ority o+ 2eo2le doesn8t ant a ar3 <ron/=

:ere )e are obliged to use @don’t because )e mean the people, not

the @ma=ority itself On the other hand, )e )ould say

 A )a1ority o+ 2eo2le is, by de5nition, a 2art o+ the 2o2ulation

containin/ at least % o+ it3 <correct=

 A )a1ority o+ 2eo2le are, by de5nition, a 2art o+ the 2o2ulation

containin/ at least % o+ it3 <ron/=
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because here )e are referring to the @ma=ority itself, not to the indi-

viduals 8he list of collective nouns includes, but is not limited toF

 Audience, cabinet, co))ittee, co)2any, cor2oration, council,

de2art)ent, +a)ily, 5r), /rou2, 1ury, )inority, navy, 2ublic, tea)3

$or e0ample, you can say @his family are all tall, )hen you mean

@his family members are all tall .ote, ho)ever, that the usage of a

plural verb after a collective noun denoting an institution &such as

department, parliament, etc' is much more )idespread in <ritish

English than in American English a <rit )ould likely say @the parlia-

ment are  voting today )hereas an American )ould probably say

@the congress is voting today

 ) (+63E (F ...  )5E/&S

  hen learners see @a couple, )hich is in the singular, they assume

the verb must be in the singular too :o)ever, the same )e’ve said

about collective nouns applies to e0pressions like @a couple and @a

fe) as )ell

 Although the noun itself is in the singular, )hat it really describes is

more than =ust one thing or person %t doesn’t matter )hether you

mean literally a cou2le, ie =ust t)o people or things, or you use @a

couple of synonymously to @a fe) it represents a plural idea, so the

correct form isF

There ere 1ust a cou2le o+ 2eo2le at the 2arty3 <correct=

There as 1ust a cou2le o+ 2eo2le at the 2arty3 <ron/=

Only )hen @a couple is not follo)ed by @of and is used to mean @a

pair of people, and you refer to the couple as a )hole, not =ust to in-

dividual persons )ho constitute it, you should treat it as singularF
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 A cou2le in love is alays a nice thin/ to see3 <correct=

 A cou2le in love are alays a nice thin/ to see3 <ron/=

6E(63E )5E/&S

&f you say @people is, you can be almost sure it is mistake 8he )ord

@people is an irregular plural form of @person &although the )ord

@persons also e0ists in English, it sounds very formal and is used

primarily in legal conte0ts', and unlike some other languages &such

as la /ente in /panish', it is a plural nounF

There are a lot o+ 2eo2le at the 2arty3 <correct=

There is a lot o+ 2eo2le at the 2arty3 <ron/=

There are a lot o+ 2ersons at the 2arty3 <too +or)al=

&.ote that @a lot, =ust like @a couple, is treated as a collective noun

and doesn’t change the grammatical number in any )ay )e )ill e0-

plain that in more detail in the ne0t section' 8he same is true for

any other verb, not =ust @to beF

 Peo2le /enerally don8t kno )uch about )athe)atics3 <correct=

 Peo2le /enerally doesn8t kno )uch about )athe)atics3 <ron/=

 Persons /enerally don8t kno )uch about )athe)atics3 <ron/=

:o)ever, the )ord @people has also another meaning, namely @the

set of individuals )ho belong to the same ethnic group, ie some-

thing similar to @folk or @nation %n this sense, it is usually used in

the pluralF

 Ancient 2eo2les o+ entral A)erica o+ten sa each other as an

ene)y3 <correct=

 Ancient 2eo2le o+ entral A)erica o+ten sa each other as an

ene)y3 <2robably ron/=
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8he second e0ample is not grammatically )rong it )ould imply that8he second e0ample is not grammatically )rong it )ould imply that

the individual people &persons' sa) each other as an enemy %f )ethe individual people &persons' sa) each other as an enemy %f )e

mean that different tribes sa) each other as an enemy, )e must usemean that different tribes sa) each other as an enemy, )e must use

@peoples@peoples

%n the very same sense, people could be used as a singular noun &but%n the very same sense, people could be used as a singular noun &but

such usage is 7uite rare'Fsuch usage is 7uite rare'F

The Maya 2eo2le as co)2osed o+ The Maya 2eo2le as co)2osed o+ distinct ethnic /rou2s3 <correct=distinct ethnic /rou2s3 <correct=

The Maya 2eo2le ere co)2osed o+ The Maya 2eo2le ere co)2osed o+ distinct ethnic /rou2s3 <ron/=distinct ethnic /rou2s3 <ron/=

 Again, since  Again, since )e mean )e mean the )hole the )hole Maya civiliation, not Maya civiliation, not =ust individu=ust individu--

als, )e have to use @people )as %f you )ant to be on the safe side,als, )e have to use @people )as %f you )ant to be on the safe side,

you can use another )ord like @civiliation, @tribe, or @populationyou can use another )ord like @civiliation, @tribe, or @population

these are al)ays used )ith a these are al)ays used )ith a singular verbsingular verb

 ) ) 3(3( (F(F B B  )5E )5E//&S&S

    hen something has an inde+nite article, ie @a or @an, it is usu-hen something has an inde+nite article, ie @a or @an, it is usu-

ally follo)ed by a singular verb, for e0ample @a tree is :o)ever, @aally follo)ed by a singular verb, for e0ample @a tree is :o)ever, @a

lot of is used in a lot of is used in a )ay similar to collective nouns &like @a couple of'F)ay similar to collective nouns &like @a couple of'F

 A lot o+ ne trees have been 2lanted in our ton3 <c A lot o+ ne trees have been 2lanted in our ton3 <correct=orrect=

 A lot o+ ne trees has been 2lanted in our ton3 < A lot o+ ne trees has been 2lanted in our ton3 <ron/=ron/=

There are a lot o+ students in the lecture hall3 <correct=There are a lot o+ students in the lecture hall3 <correct=

There is a lot o+ students in the lecture hall3 <see There is a lot o+ students in the lecture hall3 <see belo=belo=

 Another )ay to look  Another )ay to look at this is at this is that in English, unlike that in English, unlike many other lanmany other lan--

guages, the sub=ect doesn’t have to be in the nominative &grammatic-guages, the sub=ect doesn’t have to be in the nominative &grammatic-

ally, @of trees is in the genitive' %n the +rst sentence above, youally, @of trees is in the genitive' %n the +rst sentence above, you

should ask yourself, @9hat has been planted1 /ince the ans)er isshould ask yourself, @9hat has been planted1 /ince the ans)er is

@ne) trees and you )ould say @ne) trees have, that’s the verb form@ne) trees and you )ould say @ne) trees have, that’s the verb form

you should use, regardless of )hat precedes the nounyou should use, regardless of )hat precedes the noun
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 Note to the usa/e o+  Note to the usa/e o+ >there isEare@:>there isEare@: @8here is > plural noun is considered @8here is > plural noun is considered

)rong by most speakers, but using @there’s )rong by most speakers, but using @there’s > plural is 7uite common> plural is 7uite common

in spoken language 8his tendency seems to be 7uite natural, consid-in spoken language 8his tendency seems to be 7uite natural, consid-

ering there is usually only one version of the corresponding e0pres-ering there is usually only one version of the corresponding e0pres-

sion in other languages, egsion in other languages, eg il y ail y a in $rench and in $rench and es /ibtes /ibt in Berman in Berman

@A lot of can be used also for uncountable nouns, ie nouns describ-@A lot of can be used also for uncountable nouns, ie nouns describ-

ing a substance or a material, such as @)ater, @sand, @iron, etc %ning a substance or a material, such as @)ater, @sand, @iron, etc %n

this case, since the noun is in the this case, since the noun is in the singular, so is the verbFsingular, so is the verbF

 A lot o+ ater is bein/ asted every day3  A lot o+ ater is bein/ asted every day3 <correct=<correct=

 A lot o+ ater are bein/ asted every day A lot o+ ater are bein/ asted every day3 <ron/=3 <ron/=

MM )-Y  )-Y ,, M+M+,,  )  ) 3(3( (F(F,,  )- )- 3(S3(S (F(F

hese four phrases, @many, @much, @a lot of, and @lots of, all e0-hese four phrases, @many, @much, @a lot of, and @lots of, all e0-

press a similar idea of a large amount of something, but they are notpress a similar idea of a large amount of something, but they are not

completely interchangeable 8he +rst important difference is thatcompletely interchangeable 8he +rst important difference is that

@many can be used only )ith countable nouns in the plural &eg@many can be used only )ith countable nouns in the plural &eg

@many trees, @many houses, @many people', and @much can only@many trees, @many houses, @many people', and @much can only

be used )ith uncountable &mass' nouns in the singular &eg @muchbe used )ith uncountable &mass' nouns in the singular &eg @much

)ater, @much )ood, @much happiness', for e0ampleF)ater, @much )ood, @much happiness', for e0ampleF

There8s not )uch ater in the There8s not )uch ater in the si))in/ 2ool3 <correct=si))in/ 2ool3 <correct=

There8s not )any ater in the There8s not )any ater in the si))in/ 2ool3 <ron/=si))in/ 2ool3 <ron/=

There are )any 2eo2le in the There are )any 2eo2le in the crod3 <correct=crod3 <correct=

There are )uch 2eo2le in the There are )uch 2eo2le in the crod3 <ron/=crod3 <ron/=

8here is no such distinction for @a lot of and @lots of, )hich can be8here is no such distinction for @a lot of and @lots of, )hich can be

used )ith both, ie both @a lot of3lots of people and @a lot of3lots of used )ith both, ie both @a lot of3lots of people and @a lot of3lots of 

)ater are correct #on’t forget )hat you learned in the last section,)ater are correct #on’t forget )hat you learned in the last section,

ie that )hen @a lot of is used )ith a plural noun, the verb is in theie that )hen @a lot of is used )ith a plural noun, the verb is in the

plural too, even though @a lot itself is in the plural too, even though @a lot itself is in the singularFsingularF
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 A lot o+ 2eo2le don8t kno the ord >onycho2ha/ia@ A lot o+ 2eo2le don8t kno the ord >onycho2ha/ia@3 <correct=3 <correct=

 A lot o+ 2eo2le doesn8t kno the ord >onycho2ha/ia@3  A lot o+ 2eo2le doesn8t kno the ord >onycho2ha/ia@3 <ron/=<ron/=

%n a similar fashion, @lots of )ith a singular noun is used )ith a sin-%n a similar fashion, @lots of )ith a singular noun is used )ith a sin-

gular verbFgular verbF

 .ots o+ ater is bein/ asted every da .ots o+ ater is bein/ asted every day3 <correct=y3 <correct=

 .ots o+ ater are bein/ asted every  .ots o+ ater are bein/ asted every day3 <ron/=day3 <ron/=

 Again,  Again, the the right right )ay )ay to to think think about about the the e0pression e0pression is is to to ask ask @)hat @)hat isis

being )asted1 /ince the ans)er is @)ater &a singular noun', the verbbeing )asted1 /ince the ans)er is @)ater &a singular noun', the verb

is in the singular as )eis in the singular as )ellll

$ifference in register$ifference in register

8he most important difference bet)een @many3@much and @a lot8he most important difference bet)een @many3@much and @a lot

of3@lots of is that the latter can’t be used )hen asking about anof3@lots of is that the latter can’t be used )hen asking about an

amounamount &@ho) t &@ho) muchmuch, @ho) , @ho) many' and, usuallmany' and, usually, )hen y, )hen used in con-used in con-

nection )ith another )ord &@too many, @as much as, @so nection )ith another )ord &@too many, @as much as, @so many'Fmany'F

 ;o )any 2eo2le ere thereO < ;o )any 2eo2le ere thereO <correct=correct=

 ;o a lot o+ 2eo2le ere thereO <ron/= ;o a lot o+ 2eo2le ere thereO <ron/=

e have as )uch )oney as they e have as )uch )oney as they have3 <correct=have3 <correct=

e have as lots o+ )oney as they have3 <ron/=e have as lots o+ )oney as they have3 <ron/=

.evertheless, note that @a lot more3fe)er3less is completely accept-.evertheless, note that @a lot more3fe)er3less is completely accept-

able in informal communicationable in informal communication

%n virtually all other situations, @many3@much, @a lot of and @lots%n virtually all other situations, @many3@much, @a lot of and @lots

of mean essentially the same, but there is an of mean essentially the same, but there is an important difference inimportant difference in

register @Many and @much sound 7uite formal, @a lot of is in-register @Many and @much sound 7uite formal, @a lot of is in-

formal, and @lots of is even less formalFformal, and @lots of is even less formalF

There are )any 2eo2le at the 2arty3 There are )any 2eo2le at the 2arty3 <very +or)al=<very +or)al=

There are a lot o+ 2eo2le at the 2arty3 <in+or)al=There are a lot o+ 2eo2le at the 2arty3 <in+or)al=

There are lots o+ 2eo2le at the 2arty3 <even )ore in+or)al=There are lots o+ 2eo2le at the 2arty3 <even )ore in+or)al=
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@Many and @much in aQrmative &positive' sentences &like the one

above' sound so formal you )ill almost never hear these in a normal

conversation you should mostly use them in )riting

%n negative sentences, ho)ever, @many and @much sound 7uite nat-

ural even in normal speech there is nothing )rong )ith saying, for

e0ampleF

 I don8t have )uch )oney3 <5ne in +or)al and in+or)al conte6ts=

 I don8t have a lot o+ )oney3 <5ne in an in+or)al conte6t=

 I don8t have lots o+ )oney3 <even )ore in+or)al=

&S ) ((5 E (5 SE=

raditionally, in English, )hen you had to use a pronoun for a per-

son )hose se0 )as unkno)n because it had been previously referred

to using a term like @child, @doctor, @researcher, etc, you )ould

say @he, @him, @his, or @himself &depending on the conte0t' $or

e0ampleF

Take care o+ your child3 ;is li+e de2ends on you3

Hou should see a doctor3 ;e ill kno hat to do3

 ?very researcher has asked hi)sel+ at so)e 2oint o+ his career

hether his contribution to science as /ood enou/h3

 Although the pronouns )ere masculine, the child in the +rst e0-

ample could be a girl, and the doctor and the researcher could be

)omen :o)ever, this usage is no) becoming outdated, as it is seen

as stimulating gender ine7uality 8here are several options to mitig-

ate the issue *ou can use @he or she instead of @heF

Take care o+ your child3 ;is or her li+e de2ends on you3
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Hou should see a doctor3 ;e or she ill kno hat to do3

 ?very researcher has asked hi)sel+ or hersel+ at so)e 2oint o+ his or

 her career hether his or her contribution to science as /ood

enou/h3

 As you can see especially in the third e0ample, this grammatical tool

soon becomes clumsy if you use it too often Another possibility is to

re)ord the )hole sentence using the corresponding plural nouns,

but this doesn’t al)ays )orkF

Take care o+ your children3 Their lives de2end on you3

Hou should see doctors3 They ill kno hat to do3

 All researchers have asked the)selves at so)e 2oint o+ their career

hether their contribution to science as /ood enou/h3

$inally, it is becoming increasingly )idespread and regarded as com-

pletely grammatically correct to use a plural pronoun for a singular

noun to refer to it in a gender-neutral )ayF

Take care o+ your child3 Their li+e de2ends on you3

Hou should see a doctor3 They ill kno hat to do3

 ?very researcher has asked the)selves at so)e 2oint o+ their career

hether their contribution to science as /ood enou/h3

/uch sentences may sound odd at +rst because they seemingly break

the most elementary grammatical rules :o)ever, there seems to be

an inevitable trend for this usage to completely replace the gender-

neutral @he, his, him in English

.ote that some authors )ent as far as to al)ays use a  +e)inine pro-

noun, for e0ampleF

 ?very researcher has asked hersel+ at so)e 2oint o+ her career

hether her contribution to science as /ood enou/h3
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even though they refer to male researchers as )ell "lease, don’t do

that %t is unnecessary and confusing, unless you do indeed mean

only female researchers

E ) (E5 ;S (5 E) (E5S;

 Y ou’ve certainly heard phrases like @to hold each other’s hand, but

)here to put the apostrophe in these in their )ritten form1 ;ong 

story short, the correct spelling is the one used in the previous sen-

tence, ie each other8s Another e0ampleF

e didn8t see each other8s +ace3 <correct=

e didn8t see each others8 +ace3 <ron/=

8his is 7uite logical 8he possessive form in English is formed by

adding ’ s at the and of a noun, unless it is a plural noun, in )hich case

)e )rite =ust an apostrophe, eg

This boy8s /irl+riend 333 <correct, sin/ular=

These boys8 /irl+riends 333 <correct, 2lural=

8his rules out each others, as the possessive apostrophe must be there

%n the case of @each other, @other is in the singular, because it’s after

@eachyou )ouldn’t say @each boys instead of @each boy, )ould

you <y adding the possessive ’ s, )e get the correct form each other8s

M )E5 /A+ES&(- (F &ME

he e7uivalent to the phrase @a matter37uestion of time in most

European languages is literally @a 7uestion of time, eg una cuestiQn
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de tie)2o in /panish or eine Fra/e der eit in Berman %n English, both

@a matter of time and @a 7uestion of time are acceptable, but the

phrase @a 7uestion of time is slo)ly falling out of fashion

8he difference is even more pronounced in connection )ith @=ust

)hich is no)adays only rarely used )ith @a 7uestion of timeF

 It8s 1ust a )atter o+ ti)e3 <correct=

 It8s 1ust a uestion o+ ti)e3 <dated=

&- ?E@ )SE (F

  hether to use @the in @in &the' case depends on the intended

meaning @%n case of is synonymous )ith @in the event of, for e0-

ampleF

 In case o+ 5re, 2lease call the 5re de2art)ent3 <correct=

 In the case o+ 5re, 2lease call the 5re de2art)ent3 <ron/=

 In case o+ earthuake, leave the buildin/3 <correct=

 In the case o+ earthuake, leave the buildin/3 <ron/=

@%n case can be used also )ithout @of in the phrase @=ust in case,

)hich means @=ust to be safe if something bad happenedF

 It8s dan/erous outside3 I8ll take )y /un ith )e, 1ust in case3

8he phrase @in the case of &)ith the de+nite article' is usually used

in the meaning @regarding, @in the matter of, @in relation toF

 I kno that you have alays been +aith+ul, but in the case o+ your

 husband, I ouldn8t be so sure3 <correct=

 I kno that you have alays been +aith+ul, but in case o+ your

 husband, I ouldn8t be so sure3 <ron/=
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(- (5 (--E

&n English, @ton refers to the unit used in the 2/ de+ned as 4 ton R

G,555 pounds R D5 kg %t can also refer to the ton used in the 2( 

)here 4 ton R G,GJ5 pounds R 4,54L kg, but )hich is no longer oQ-

cially used &since 4DNK' %f you )ant to refer to the so called @metric

ton, the )ord you are looking for is pronounced the same but is

spelled @tonne, ie 4 tonne R 4555 kg

(- ?E@ (-E )-

oth @on the one hand and @on one hand are considered correct

by most dictionaries, but @on the one hand is much more commonF

7n the one hand, I really anted to co)e3 7n the other hand, I 

 hated all the 2eo2le ho ould be co)in/ ith )e3 <correct=

7n one hand, I really anted to co)e3 7n the other hand, I hated all

the 2eo2le ho ould be co)in/ ith )e3 <considered unnatural by

 so)e=

%ntuitively, the +rst @the seems illogical because you are referring to

one of your hands )ithout specifying )hich one *ou )ouldnSt say,

for e0ample, @% )ore a glove on the one hand and nothing on the

other one, unless you )ere )aving one of your hands in front of 

you )hile saying that

%’ve read an e0planation that the +rst @the indeed does originate in

gesticulating )ith one of your hands )hile saying the phrasethat is,

you )ould look at your hand and say @on the one hand 6 9hether

this is the real etymology, )e may never kno)
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 ) >&E?S@ &S/ )5E

Slightly surprisingly, @advice is uncountable in English, and as such

there is no plural form of itF

 ;is advice as very hel2+ul3 <correct=

 ;is advices ere very hel2+ul3 <ron/=

/ince it is uncountable, )e cannot say @an advice 9e )ould usually

say simply @advice &)ithout an article', or @piece of adviceF

This as /ood advice3 <correct=

This as a /ood 2iece o+ advice3 <correct=

This as a /ood advice3 <ron/=

M(-EY  &S/ )5E

 Just like )ater, sugar, or love, )oney &in its most common sense' is an

uncountable noun 8his means, in particular, that )e can’t have @a

money, )hich )ould be the same as saying that )e have @one

money you can have @one dollar, for e0ample, but @one money

doesn’t really make sense

:o)ever, =ust like other mass nouns, @money is al)ays used )ith a

singular verb !ust like )e )ould say @the sugar is on the table &not

@the sugar are', )e )ould use @is )ith money tooF

The )oney is on the table3 <correct=

The )oney are on the table3 <ron/=

 Also, @many money is incorrect, since @many means @a large num-

ber of, so )e have to use @much &or @a lot of or another e0pression
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)hich can be used both )ith countable and uncountable nouns' $or

e0ampleF

 My 2arents don8t have )uch )oney3 <correct=

 My 2arents don8t have a lot o+ )oney3 <correct=

 My 2arents don8t have )any )oney3 <ron/=

:o)ever, =ust like )ater, sugar, and love, money can be used as a

countable noun to e0press a slightly different idea !ust like the <rit-

ish aters may be dangerous, you can put three su/ars in your coffee,

and many people have several great loves in their lives, @moneys or

@monies &the possible plural forms of money' may be used to talk

about several sources of money .evertheless, such usage is mostly

limited to legal conte0ts, and using the )ord @moneys in an every-

day conversation )ould make you sound unnatural

E 6E5S(- (/) ...

Many English speakers believe there’s a rule in English that you

can’t use @that )hen speaking about a person, as in @the )aiter that

served me )as really friendly Even though e0amples of breaking 

the rule can be found as early as in the )orks of Chaucer and

/hakespeare, it is advisable for a learner to follo) it if all English

speakers consider using @)ho for a person acceptable, but many

consider using @that to be a mistake, it is better to use the variant ac-

ceptable by all, isn’t it1 $or e0ampleF

The aiter ho served )e as really +riendly3 <correct=

The aiter that served )e as really +riendly3 <discoura/ed=

The )an ho stole the car as arrested3 <correct=

The )an that stole the car as arrested3 <discoura/ed=
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E(-(M&S (5 E(-(MY 

he eonomC  is, according to the O0ford ;earner’s #ictionary, @the

relationship bet)een production, trade and the supply of money in a

particular country or region, so )e can say, for e0ampleF

The econo)y is in recession3

Eonomis is a science that studies economies and develops possible

models for their functioning, eg

 ;e studied econo)ics at the .S? <.ondon School o+ ?cono)ics=3

Eonomi, )ithout an @s, is an ad=ective meaning @connected )ith

economy, eg

The econo)ic /roth is very slo3

Eonomia", on the other hand, carries a some)hat +gurative mean-

ing of @not re7uiring too much of something &such as money, space,

time, etc', eg

That 2lace)ent o+ +urniture e6hibits a very econo)ical use o+ s2ace3

10 (33)5S &S/ )5E

  hen )e speak about a speci+c sum of money or about a price, )e

usually treat it as singularF

 #% dollars is too )uch +or that3 <correct=

 #% dollars are too )uch +or that3 <unnatural=
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 *ou can think about @45 dollars as being short for @the amount of 45

dollars or @the price of 45 dollars /ince )e )ould say @the amount

is and @the price is, @Tthe amount3price ofU 45 dollars is is also cor-

rect

:o)ever, )hether to treat it as being singular or plural depends on

)hether you think about the money as about the sum or as about the

individual coins or banknotesF

 I 1ust /ot  euros3 I /ave it 9the a)ount to )y )u)3 <correct=

 I 1ust /ot  euros3 I /ave the) 9the individual euros to )y )u)3

<2ossible=

.evertheless, this only makes sense )hen speaking about physical

money and not something abstract like a price 9hen you talk about

electronic money, using @it is the only natural choiceF

 ;e trans+erred R3' to )y account, but it hasn8t arrived yet3 <cor3=

 ;e trans+erred R3' to )y account, but they haven8t arrived yet3

<ron/=

v JI v


